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VINDICATION, 
Se. Se. 


To David - — „Eß⸗. 


MY DEAR SIR, 


Mu. Burke bo 4 us: he has 


again varied his means; and, after having 
hooted and hunted down the democracy, has 


turned round on a ſudden, and opened upon 
the ariſtocracy. The people, no longer a 
ſwiniſh multitude, have again found favour 
in his fight, and he now ſorrows over thoſe 


overgrown grants and profuſe donations from 
the Crown, which have enabled the peers 


and princes of the land to oppreſs the induſtry 
of humble men, and to trample upon the medi- 


of laborious individuals. 


"Mi Alter 


| 


i 
5 
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After having decorated and gilded the peer- 
age with the ſpoils of the people, he ſeems 
to be endeavouring to enrich the people with 

the ſplendour and trappings of the peerage ; 
and the ariſtocracy, which he upheld and 
ſupported with one hand, he is now vexing 
and goading with the other. You reme 
ber, in our younger days, how ſurpriſed we 


were at the puppet-ſhow man, who went 


behind a curtain to exhibit two puppets, the 
devil and the baker, between which he uſed 
to inſtitute continual conteſts. Vou recollect 
too, how, with a ſtrict attention to juſtice, he 
dealt out alternate victory to both the pup- 


pets. Mr. Burke ſeems, in ſome meaſure, 


to reſemble this ſhow-man ; and to treat the 
ariſtocracy and democracy as that man did 
his puppets. Ariſtocracy, or the devil, having 
been long enough victorious over democracy, 
or the baker, Mr. Burxxz ſeems to think it 
high time that the latter ſhould riſe again, 
and rally, and vanquiſh his opponent. 


Of this revolution in the ſentiments and 


7 of Mr. Burke, you will not be diſ- 
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pleaſed with me for attempting an explana- 
tion. That explanation ſhall be accom- 
panied with ſome remarks upon Mr. Burke's 
Letter to a Noble Lord. To any methodi- 


cal arrangement and regular diſpoſition of 


reaſoning I ſhall not aſpire. I ſhall avail my- 
ſelf „of all the privileges of epiſtolary effu- 


fon in their utmoſt latitude and laxity, and 
ſhall interrupt, diſmiſs, and reſume my argu- 


ments at pleaſure *. 


After Mr. Burke retired from Parliament, 
a penſion, not more enormous in its amount, 
than objectionable in the mode in which it 
was given and received, was granted him. 


This penſion was charged upon the four and 


a half per cent. fund. Why it was fo charged 
ſhall be the ſubject of future inquiry, 


The tranſaction was not immediately 


known. Like ſome ſecret of foul and fear- 


ful import, it was at firſt only buzzed about, 


and hinted at in ſhrugs and whilpers, and 


unfiniſhed ſentences ;— 


Introduction to the Vindiciæ Gallic of Mr. Mack- 
intoſh, 
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by pronouncing of ſome doudtful phraſe, 


As, Well, well, TE know gz —OT, We could, an if we. 
 wwould ;—or, If we lift to ſpeak ;—or, There be, an if they 


might ;— 
Or ſuch ambiguous giving out— 


The generality of men were not very will- 


ing to liſten to theſe tales. They conſi- 
dered them as calumnies againſt him: — 


they gave Mr. Burke credit for diſintereſted- 
neſs : they remembered what he had ſaid 


of himſelf, that he © deſired honours, diſtinc- 


tions, and emoluments but little, and that he 
expected them not at all *:”—they were 
willing to believe that he would carefully 
avoid rendering his title to the proud appel- 


lation of a patriot ſuſpected, by ranging him- 


ſelf in the ample battalion of thoſe . obſcene 
Barpies of penſioners, who flutter over our 
heads, and ſouſe down upon our tables, and 


leave nothing unrent, unruffled, unravaged, 


or unpolluted with the ſlime of their filthy 
offal +.” Poor credulous people ! always 


fated to believe, and always fated to be de- 


ceived! Theſe hints and ſhrugs and half 


* Reflections on the French Revolution, 
+ Mr. Burke's Letter to a Noble Lord, 


ſentences 
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ſentences at length aſſumed a combination 


and a form indeed;” and it was at laſt pro- 
claimed aloud in our ſtreets, and in our ears, 
that Mr. Burke had been penfoned off. This 
event was ſoon afterwards made the ſubject 
of legiſlative diſcuſſion, and the Duke of 
Bedford and the Earl of Lauderdale intro- 
duced the ſubje& into the debate upon the 
queſtion for the paſſing of the Bill for the 


better ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon and 
government &. 


Nearly 
»The Dux of Bzproxp.— Penſions of almoſt un- 
paralleled profuſion, laviſhed upon the avowed advocates 


of economy 3 Nay, upon the very man who diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf at one time as the advocate of rigid economy, 


but whoſe conduct and whoſe writings have, in an emi- 


nent degree, contributed to create and continue the war, 
and to cauſe all its conſequent enormous expences.” 
_ WoopraLL's and DEBRETT's Reports. 


The EARL of LAUDERDALE.— 4 Was it wonderful 
that the people ſhould complain? or that they did com- 
plain ? This had well been illuſtrated by the noble Duke, 
who had ſpoken ſo eloquently in the debate, The people 
were inſulted by ſeeing the moſt ſhameful negligence of 
their intereſts; by ſeeing Miniſters attempting to make 
it criminal to complain ; by ſeeing the moſt profligate 
waſte of the public money; by ſeeing the moſt provoking 


inſults offered to them, in the vaſt ſums that were laviſned 


upon 
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Nearly three weeks after this incidental 
mention of the ſubject, the Earl of Lauder- 
dale moved for ſome papers explanatory of 
0 the penſion; and ſome time afterwards gave 


notice of a motion that ſhould bring it regu- 


larly before the Houſe of Lords. It was 


then that Mr. Burke collected his weapons, 
ſparſoſque recolligit ignes, arranged his ar- 


tillery, and made that furious attack which 


has excited, and ſtill excites, ſuch general 


ſurpriſe. 9 Be If 


This attack is perſonal to the Duke of 


Bedford. —The Earl of Lauderdale is indeed 
included in the declaration of hoſtilities ; 
but, after a ſhort and ſtraggling diſcharge 


upon courtiers and court dependents ; by ſeeing penſions 
granted daily to apsftates ; a penſion for inſtance, and a large 
one too, to a man who was once the champion of economy; 
but whoſe chief merits with Miniſters were thoſe of having 
attacked the principles of freedom, and of having contri- 


buted very conſiderably to involve us in the preſent war. 


Mr. Burke, the man he meant, (for why ſhould he not 
name him?) was to have an enormous penſion for endea- 
vouring to inculcate doctrines that tended to extinguiſh 
the principles of freedom.“ 

WooDFALL's and DEBRETT's Reports. 
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( 
againſt his Lordſhip, and connecting and 
comparing him with Briſſot, the Right 
Honourable Gentleman concentrates the 
whole force and fury of his fire againſt the 


Duke of Bedford. Well, then, I ſhall con- 
| ſider the attack as perſonal to the Duke of 


Bedford. And here I cannot avoid noticing, 
in the firſt inſtance, the rancour and ma- 
lignity that ſeem; with reſpect to the Duke 


: of Bedford, to have taken poſſeſſion of 


Mr. Burke's mind. So wholly have thoſe 
bad paſſions uſurped it, that there is no 
room left for candour, for decorous treat- 


ment, I had almoſt ſaid for common de- 
cency. The Duke of Bedford is firſt a 


creature; then a /eviathan of unwieldy bulk, 
that ſpouts through his ſpiracles torrents f 
brine: he is then a poor ox, upon whoſe hide 
the ſans culotte carcaſe-butchers .are pricking 
their dotted lines. Really, Mr. Burke ſeems 
to ſuppoſe, that his Grace has the faculty of 
changing his ſhape as often as the Right 


Honourable Gentleman has changed his ſen- 
timents and principles. But the object of 


Mr. Burke ſeems to be more particularly to 
| hold 
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| hold the Duke of Bedford up to public 


execration, as a ſecond Duke of Orleans. 
He appears to wiſh to compare him with a 


man who was as debauched in his manners 


as he was depraved in his morals; who was 


deſtitute of every principle that was good, 
and generous, and noble; whoſe crimes were 
unmixed and unalloyed by any virtues, and 


in whom vice /oft none of its evil by retain- 
ing all its groſſzeſs. 


But to have incurred the diſpleaſure of 
the Duke of Orleans and the Duke of Bed- 


ford, of Briſſot and the Earl of Lauderdale, 
is a circumſtance which Mr. Burke con- 
ſiders as particularly favourable to him. 
They have been the means of bringing out 


handſome things, and commendation and 
applauſe, from a very able, vigorous, and well- 


informed ſtateſman. This is well. vou 


anticipate, no doubt, the name of this 


ſtateſman ſo laviſhly lauded. Mr. Fox? 
No. — Mr. Pitt? No. — The Marquis of 


Lanſdowne? No. Mr. Sheridan? No, no. 


What other ſtateſman ? Ah! my dear Sir, 
you 


( 


you will never gueſs. This able, vigorous, 
and well-informed ſtateſman, is LORD 


GRENVILLE.— Lord Grenville ? 


Hic eſt quem petis, 


Ille quem requiris. 


Lord Grenville is the man whoſe ſuperior 


intellectual attainments render Mr. Burke 
ſo invulnerable to the attacks of thoſe inferior 
geniuſes, the Bedfords, the Lauderdales, the 
Prieſtleys, or the Paines, of the day. 


Why will they not let me remain in ob- 


ſcurity and ination ?” I will tell Mr. Burke 


why they will not: Becauſe they believe, that 


his late publications have had a conſiderable 


effect in inciting the nation to a war, the 
moſt diſaſtrous and diſgraceful in which 
this country ever had the misfortune and 
miſery to be involved; becauſe they ſuſpect, 
and upon ſtrong grounds, that thoſe publi- 
cations have led to that alarm which has 


been uſed as a handle to rob us of ſo many 


of our comforts; becauſe they behold him 
belying the tenor of his former life, by ac- 


cepting an enormous penſion at a time when 
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the people are bent and. bowed to the earth 
by the weight of ſuch accumulated taxation ; 
becauſe they ſee, to uſe his own words, 


* that his operations of parſimony have been 
attended with the conſequences of profu- 
ſion;“ becauſe they behold a ſevere economiſt 


ſunk, degenerated, transformed, deformed, . 
into a ſupple penſioner. Mr. Burke metes 
out hard meafure to the Duke of Bedford, 
and therefore cannot be ſurpriſed that hard 
meaſure 1s meted out to him. The cauſe of the 


Duke of Bedford is the cauſe of the people. 


If every man who dares to expoſe the profli- 
gate profuſion of courts, is to be treated as 
Mr. Burke treats the- Duke of Bedford, 


where ſhall the oppreſſed find refuge and 


repoſe ? Half the incentives to good actions 
are gone, when the motives of men are to be 
queſtioned and ſuſpected at every ſtep and at 


every turn. 


Far be it from me to depreciate the value 
of Mr. Burke's former ſervices ; or to detract 
from the merit of his f9rmer labours. I 
never can forget, and the nation never can 
Forget, the noble manner in which he ſtood 
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(114 - 
up during the American war, in defence of 
thoſe rights of man which he has fince ſo 
firenuouſly queſtioned and attacked, Then, 
indeed, he was upon high ground; then 
the admiring multitude delighted to con- 


template him upon his proud and well- 


earned eminence ; then indeed he. poſſeſſed 


the clarum et venerabile nomen; then, if a 


penſion he wanted, a penſion he ought to 


| have had. But the penfion was not granted 


rill lately; and I believe, and the world 
believes, that it was No given for the former 


ſervices which Mr. Burke rendered to his 


country, but as a compenſation for the recent 


ſervices which Miniſters conſider that he 
has done for them. You will obſerve, that 
Mr. Burke reſts all his claim to compen- 
ſation upon his, former ſervices. The man- 
ner in which the penſion was granted and 


accepted, was, 1 contend, with the Duke 
of Bedford, a departure from Mr. Burke's 
idea, and the ſpirit of his conduct with 
regard to economy. I ſhall firſt attempt to 
ſhow why it was a departure from Mr. 


Burke's ſyſtem of economy. Of that ſyſtem, 


and its operation, Mr. Burke gives the fol- 
c 2 lowing 
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lowing account in his Letter to a Noble 


Lord: 


« His Grace is pleaſed to aggravate my 


[ guilt, by charging my. acceptance of his 


Majeſty's grant as a departure from my 
ideas, and the ſpirit of my conduct with 


regard to economy. If it be, my ideas of 


economy were falſe and ill-founded. But 


they are the Duke of Bedford's ideas of 
economy I have contradicted, and not my 


own. If he means to allude to certain 
Bills brought in by me, on a meſſage from 


the Throne in 1782, I tell him, that there 
is nothing in my conduct that can contra- 
dict either the letter or ſpirit of thoſe Acts. 
Does he mean the Pay Office Act? I take 


it for granted he does not. The Act to 


which he alludes is, I ſuppoſe, the Eſta- 
bliſhment Act.—I greatly doubt whether 
his Grace has ever read the one or the 
other. The firſt of thoſe ſyſtems coſt me, 
with every aſſiſtance which my then ſituation 


gave me, pains incredible, I found an 
opinion common through all the offices, 


and general in the public at large, that it 


would 


Gun 


would prove impoſſible to reform and me- 
thodize the office of Paymaſter General. 
I undertook it however; and I ſucceeded 
in my undertaking. Whether the economy 

of our Princes have profited by that Act, I 
leave to thoſe who are acquainted with the 
army or with the treaſury, to judge. 
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« An opinion full as general prevailed il 
alſo, at the ſame time, that nothing could 
be done for the regulation of the Civil Liſt 
Eſtabliſhment : the very attempt to intro- 
duce method into it, and any limitation to 

its ſervices, was | held abſurd. I had not 
ſeen the man, who ſo much as ſuggeſted 
one economical t e or an economical 
: expedient, upon that ſubject : nothing but 
coarſe computation, or coarſer taxation, 1 
; was then talked of ; both of them without „ 
deſign, combination, or the leaſt ſhadow 7 | 
principle. Blind and headlong zeal, 1 
factious fury, were the whole 1 | 
brought by the moſt noiſy on that occaſion, - 
towards the ſatisfaction of the Public, 
or the relief of the Crown *.“ 
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1 
of the Pay Office Act I do not mean to 
fay that the penſion either contradicts the 


letter or the ſpirit: but I do mean to con- 


tend, that it violates the ſpirit of Mr. Burke's 
ſyſtem and regulations relative to the Civil 


Lift Eſtabliſhment. In attempting to 
prove this aſſertion, I ſhall be under the 


neceſſity of being ſufficiently prolix and 
dull; and of traverſing a long, and tedious, 
and cheerleſs path of detail : but the ne- 


ceſſity of the caſe requires it and I muſt 


not ſhrink from the toil. 


Mr. Burke has referred us to the authority 
of his moſt eloquent and able ſpeech in the 


year 1780, on preſenting his plan of econo- 


mical reform. In that ſpeech it is that he 
bids us ſeek for the rules that guided him in 
his plan of reform; and there it is that 1 


Have very diligently and carefully ſought for 


them. It is impoſſible for any man to have 
been more deeply penetrated with a convic- 
tion of the neceſſity of economy in the ex- 
penditure of the government than Mr. Burke 


was at that time. He preſſes that neceſſity 
in every way and in every ſhape. The light 


miſſive 
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the people deſired 
is impoſſible that they ſhould not deſire it; 


( 19 ) 
miſſive weapon of wit, and the ponderous 
engine of argument, are both employed 
in attacking that profligate profuſion of ex- 
penditure which pervaded the whole ſtate. 


Economy is neceſſary,” he ſays, * from 


our own political circumſtances : it is neceſ- 
ſary from the operations of the enemy; it 1s 
neceſſary from the demands of the people, 
whoſe deſires, when they do not militate 
with the ſtable and eternal rules of juſtice, 
ought to be as a law to a Houſe of Com- 


mons *. —He urges the neceſſity of economy 


upon other grounds ; becauſe the country 


was then (1780) in a tate of war, and was 


* accumulating debt to the amount of at 


leaſt fourteen millions i in the year ;” becauſe 
onomy ; becauſe * it 


becauſe it is impoſſible that a prodigality, 
which draws its reſources from their indi- 


gence, ſhould be pleaſing to them. Little 


Jactions of penſioners, (alas! to reflect that 


this is the language of -a man who is now 
ranged in thoſe factions I) little factions of 
penſioners, and their dependants, may talk 


. Burke's Speech on his Plan for economical Refngs 


another 


( 20 ) 
another language ; but the voice of nature is 
againſt them, and will be heard.” Of his 
plan he boaſts that it is ſubſtantial—that it 
is ſyſtematic—that it ſtrikes at the „it 
cauſe of prodigality and corrupt influence» 
« What does it ſignify,” he ſays, to turn 
abuſes out of one door, if we are to let them 
in at another ? What does it. ſignify to pro- 
mote economy upon a meaſure, and to ſuffer 
it to be ſubverted with principle? The pro- 
ject, which he had formed, extinguiſhed,” he 
aſſerted, corruption almoſt to the poſſibility of 
its exiſtence, and deſtroyed direct and viſible 
influence, equal to the offices of at leaſt fifty 


Members of Parliament.” 


What was the plan of which the Right 


Honourable Gentleman ſpeaks in ſuch a high 


tone of rapture and panegyric ? Shortly 


this: To render a random expence, without 
plan or foreſight, almoſt impracticable; to 
eſtabliſh an invariable order in all the public 
payments; to economiſe the civil liſt eſta- 
bliſhment; to retrench much unneceſſary 
expenditure that exiſted then; and to prevent 
unneceſſary expenditure from exiſting in fu- 
ture; 


os 


b- 
© 


9 \ 


(11) 
ture; to regulate penſions, and to reduce the 
penſion liſt to a ſettled and ſpecific amount. 
A word or two on the ſucceſs that has at- 
tended this plan of reform. Is it impracti- 
cable for a Miniſter to incur now a random 
expence without plan or foreſight? We all 
ſee and feel that it is not. Has there been 
eſtabliſhed an invariable order in all the pub- 
lic payments ? No :—part of the army ſer- 
vices are now nearly three years in arrears, 
and the civil liſt five quarters . 


Some uſeleſs expenditure was retrenched : - 
—a third Secretarythi pof State was aboliſhed, 


* And yet that mutiny in the houſehold which Mr. 
Burke predicted, in caſe of non-payment of ſalaries, has 
not happened. The houſehold troops,” he ſaid, 
« form an army, whoſe mutiny will be really dreadful 
to a commander in chief. A rebellion of the thirteen 
lords of the bedchamber would be far more terrible to a 
Miniſter, and would probably affect his power more to 
the quick, than a revolt of thirteen colonies. Bleſs me 
what a clattering of white ſticks and yellow ſticks would 
be about his head ! what a ſtorm of gold keys would fly 
about the ears of the Miniſter! what a ſhower of 
Georges and thiſtles, and medals, and collars of S. 8. 
would aſſail him on his firſt entrance into the ante- 
amber after an inſolvent quarter !” 

Speech on Economical Reform. 
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ment: a third Secretaryſhip of State, how- 
ever, has ſprung up, much, much more ex- 


travagant than that which was aboliſhed. 
But the part of the ſyſtem of economy, 


which it is my buſineſs to cloſe and grapple 
with, is that which relates to penſions and 


the penſion liſt. That is the rub. And 


here, that I may not miſtake or miſrepreſent 

the Right Honourable Gentleman, I ſhall 

reprint ſo much of his ſpeech upon preſent- 

ing his plan of economical reform as relates 
to the __ — 


« I now come to another ſubordinate trea- 
ſury, I mean that of the Paymaſter of the 


Penſions; for which purpoſe 1 re-enter the 
limits of the civil eſtabliſhment, I departed 
from thoſe limits in purſuit of a principle, 


and following the ſame game in its doubles, . 


Jam brought into thoſe limits again. That 
treaſury and that office I mean to take away, 
and to transfer the payment of every name, 
mode, and denomination of penſions, to the 
Exchequer. The preſent courſe of diver/ify- 
ing the ſame cell, can anfever uo good purpoſe, 

d ohate ver 


as an unneceſſary and extravagant eſtabliſn- 
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< 23 ) 
whatever its uſe may be to purpoſes of another 


Lind. There are alſo other liſts of penſions, 
and I mean that they ſhould all be hereafter 


paid at one and the ſame place. The whole 


of that new conſolidated liſt I mean to re- 


duce to £60,000 a year, which ſum I intend 


it ſhall never exceed. I think that ſum will 


fully anſwer as a reward to all real merit, and 
a proviſion for all real public charity that is 


ever like to be placed upon the liſt. If any 
merit of an extraordinary nature ſhould 
emerge, before that reduction is completed, 
J have left it open for an addreſs. of either 
Houſe of Parliament to provide for the caſe. 
To all other demands, it muſt be anſwered, 


with regret, but "__ firmneſs, The Public 


is poor. . 

«© do not propoſe, as I told you before 
Chriſtmas, to take away any penſion. I know 
that the Public ſeem to call for a reduction 


of fuch of them as ſhall appear unmerited, 


As a cenſorial act, and puniſhment of an 
abuſe, it might anſwer ſome purpoſe ; but 


this can make no part of y plan. I mean 
to 8 8 by bill, and I cannot — for ſuch 
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„„ 
an inquiry. I know ſome PAR IE will , 
blame me. It is with great ſubmiſſion to 
better judgments, that I recommend it to 
conſideration, that a critical retroſpective 
examination of the penſion liſt, upon the 
principle of merit, can never ſerve for my 
baſis; it cannot anſwer, according to my 
plan, any effectual purpoſe of economy, or 
of future permanent reformation. The 


proceſs, in any way, will be entangled and 


difficult, and it will be infinitely flow. 
There is a danger, that, if we turn our line 


of march, now directed towards the grand 


object, into this more laborious than uſeful 
detail of 3 we ſhall never arrive at 
our end. 55 5 5 


ec T he King, Sir, has hin by 1 
ſtitution, appointed ſole judge of the merit, 
for which a A is to be given: 


W : 


1 We have a right, 5 to can- 


vaſs this, as we have to canvaſs every act of 
government. But there is a material differ- 
ence between an office to be reformed and 
a penſion taken away for demerit. In the 

| £ former 


TW Ee 
former caſe, no charge is implied againſt 
the holder, in the latter his character is 
| flurred, as well as his lawful emolument af- 
fected. The former proceſs is againſt the 
thing, the ſecond againſt the perſon, The 
_ penſioner, certainly, if he pleaſes, has a 
right to ſtand in his own defence, to plead 
his poſſeſſion, and to bottom his title on the 
competency of the Crown to give him what 
he holds. 
* Poſſeſſed, and on the defenſive, as he is, 
he will not be obliged to prove his ſpecial 
merit, in order to juſtify the a& of legal 
diſcretion, now turned into his property, 
according to his tenure. The very act, he 
will contend, is a legal preſumption, and an 
| implication of his merit. If this be fo, 
from the natural-force of all legal preſump- 
tion, he would put us to the difficult proof, 
that he has no merit at all. But other 
queſtions would ariſe in the courſe of ſuch 
an inquiry, that is, queſtions of the merit 
when weighed againſt the proportion of the 
reward; then the difficulty will be much 
greater. | 
0 «© The 


626) 
- «« The difficulty will not, Sir, I am afraid, 
be much leſs, if we paſs to the perſon ccallys 
guilty, in the queſtion of an unmerited pen. 1 
ſion— the Miniſter himſelf. I admit, that, 
when called to account for the execution of 
a a truſt, he might fairly be obliged to prove 
the affirmative, and to ſtate the merit for 
which the penſion is given; though, on 
the penſioner himſelf, ſuch a proceſs would 


= be hard. If 1 in this examination we pro- 
3 ceed methodically, and ſo as to avoid all ſuſ- 
* | picion of partiality and prejudice, we muſt 
? 1 take the penſions in order of time, or merely 


alphabetically. The very firſt penſion to 
which we come, in either of theſe ways, 

may appear the moſt groſſly unmerited of 

any. But the Miniſter may very poſſibly 
ſhow, that he knows nothing of the put- 

ting on this penſion: that it was prior in 

time to his adminiſtration: that the Mi- 

niſter who laid it on, is dead: — and then we 

> are thrown back upon the penſioner him- 
- ſelf, and plunged into all our former diffi- 
culties. Abules, and groſs ones, I doubt 
not, would appear; and to the correction of 
which, I would OY give my hand: but 
when 


* 


** 


627 


when 1 conſider, that penſions have 100 ge- 
nerally been affected by the revolutions of 


miniſtry, as I know not where ſuch in- 
quiries would ſtop, and as an abſence 'of 


merit is a negative and looſe thing, one 
might be led to derange the order of fa- 


milies, founded on the probable continu- 
ance of their kind of income. 


«« might hurt children. I might injure 
creditors. I really think it the more pru- 
dent courſe, not to follow the letter of the 
petitions. If we fix this mode of inquiry 


as a baſis, we ſhall, I fear, end, as Parlia- 


ment has often ended under fimilar cir- 
cumſtances. There will be great delay, 
much confuſion, much inequality, in our 
proceedings: but what preſſes me moſt of 


all is this, that though we ſhould ſtrike off 
all the unmerited penſions, while the power 


of the Crown remains unlimited, the very 
ſame undeſerving perſons might, afterwards, 


return to the very ſame liſt; or, if they did 
not, other perſons meriting as little as they 


do, might be put * it to an undefinable 
„ amount. 


( 28 ) 
amount. This, I think, is the pinch c of the 
grievance. 


« For theſe reaſons, Sir, I am obliged to 
wave this mode of proceeding as any part of 


my plan. In a plan of reformation, it 


would be one of my maxims, that, when I 
know of an eſtabliſhment which may be 


ſubſervient to uſeful purpoſes, I would limit 


the quantity of the power that might be jo 


abuſed: for T am ſure, that, in all ſuch caſes, 


the rewards of merit will have very narrow 
| bounds, and that partial or corrupt favour 


will be infinite. This principle is not arbi- 


trary, but the limitation of the ſpecific 


quantity muſt be ſo, in ſome meaſure. I 
therefore ſtate { 60,000, leaving it open 


to the Houſe to enlarge or contract the ſum 


as they ſhall ſee, on examination, that the 


diſcretion I uſe is ſcanty or liberal. The 


whole amount of the penſions, of all deno- 


minations, which have been laid before us, 


amount, for a period of ſeven years, to con- 
fiderably more than / 100,000 a year. To 


what the other liſts amount I know not: 
| that 
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1 
that will be ſeen hereafter. But from thoſ® 
that do appear, a ſaving will accrue to the 
Public, at one time or other, of / 40,000 a 
year; and we had better, in my opinion, 
let it fall in naturally, than tear it crude 
and unripe from the ſtalk.” 4 | 


From the above extract it appears, that it 
was Mr. Burke's plan to reduce the pen- 
fions to / 60,000 a year; which ſum he 
meant that they ſhould not. exceed. He 
conſidered that ſum as 4 ſufficient fund to 
anſwer as a reward to all real merit. He did 
not ſtrike off unmerited penſions: no, that 

would not do; he wiſhed to curtail the 
power of the Crown; ; to prevent the increaſ 
ing of penſions to an undefinable amount; to 
{mit the quantum of power that might be 
abuſed. He propoſed / 60,000 a year as 
the preciſe limitation, but left it open to 
the Houſe to enlarge or contract that ſum. 
Did the Right Honourable Gentleman, in 
ſubmitting his plan to the Houſe, ſay one 
word about the four and a half per cent. 
Fund? Did he tell the Houſe that he had 
left jt open? Did he declare that he had 
BM: + left 
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ſpecifically, Parliament muſt be applied to. 


Li 3 
left it untouched and upon principle, be- 
cauſe © he did not dare to rob the nation of 
all funds to reward real merit?“ No, my 


dear Sir, no. Where indeed would have 


been the benefit of regulating and retrench- 


{| ing the penſion liſt, if another ſource was 


meant to be left open, by which the ſame 


effect might be produced as had been pro- 
duced by an unlimited penſion liſt ? Would 


not this have been a mockery and an inſult 
to the people? Would it not, to uſe Mr. 


Burke's own words, have been turning abuſes 
out of one door, to let them in at another? 


A penſion liſt of { 60,000 he conſidered as 
ſufficiently adequate to reward all real me- 
rit. Out of that fund he meant all penſions 
to be paid. But a caſe ariſes in which a 


| penſion has been merited—the penſion lift 
is not reduced to {60,000 a year What is 


to be done? Mr. Burke has foreſeen ſuch a 


caſe, If any merit of an extraordinary na- 
ture ſhall emerge before that reduction, he 
ſays—what? The King can grant a penſion out 


of the four and a half per cent. fund, without 
applying to Parliament? No, no: he ſays 


Do 
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Do J ſtrain the argument, therefore, when I 


contend that Mr. Burke did not mean that 
the four and a half per cent. ſhould be made 
uſe of in ſuch a caſe? and that, if he did 
leave it open, and did mean it to be made 
uſe of, he deſtroyed the intent, and meaning, 


and principle, and benefit of his plan? Do J 


preſs the point too far, when I contend that 
the ſpirit of that plan was to eſtabliſh the 


ſuperintendance of Parliament to, prevent 


improvident and enormous penſions from 


being granted by the Crown, ſecretly, and 
without the control of the Houſe of Com- 


mons ? Finally, do tranſgreſs the fair line 
of reaſoning and of candour, when ] aſſert 
that Mr. Burke ought not to have accepted 
a penſion chargeable on the four and a half 


per cent. fund; and indeed, that, if he regard- 


ed the ſpirit of his ſyſtem, and of his former 
ideas upon economy, he ought not to 
have accepted a penſion that did not proceed 
from an addreſs to the Throne by Parliament. 


1 will not ſay any thing upon the time at 


which the penſion was accepted, though it 
was a time of all others in which a ſevere 
economiſt would have carefully avoided any 

= thing 


(+) 


thing that could tend to increaſe the bur. 


dens of the people. 


That ſyſtems may fail, that pb may 
prove inefficacious, is nothing new: but 
ſurely, you and I never expected that Mr. 
Burke would have been ſo forward in prov- 


ing in his own perſon the inefficacy of his, 


own plan; and that he would have fur- 
niſhed himſelf an unanſwerable argument 
in proof of the truth of the aſſertion of the 
Duke of Bedford, that he has departed 
from the whole tenour of his ideas and of 
his conduct with regard to economy. 


I have ſaid, that I believe the penſion was 


not granted to Mr. Burke for his former 


ſervices What were thoſe ſervices? Great 
and important they certainly were in many 
reſpects. An incidental remark or two, I 
muſt firſt be permitted, on the period to 
which Mr. Burke particularly alludes 
in his Letter.—It was the portentous cri/is 
from 1780 to 1782. There was then 
e much inteſtine heat; there was a dreadful 
fermentation.” From what cauſe did that 
heat 
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Heat and that fermentation proceed? The 


Miniſters had plunged the nation into an 
unjuſt and unneceſſary war :—the people 
ſaw and felt the enormous expences which 


that war occaſioned, and the obſtinacy of 
the Government in proſecuting it. The 


public mind was in a ferment and fever. 


A wiſh was very widely diffuſed for a re- 


form in Parliament. It was a natural wiſh. 
The people ſaw the Houſe of Commons in- 
attentive to their intereſts; they deſired a 
reformation of it. What effect would have 
reſulted from the plans that were propoſed, 
muſt be mere matter of opinion—Mr. 
Burke thinks they would have gone to the 
utter deſtruction of the conſtitution. I 
think that it would not be difficult to prove, 
that the determined rejection of all reform 


has already injured, is now inuring, and;will 


continue to injure the conſtitution. But 
to proceed to the ſervices which Mr. Burke 
has rendered to his country, and for which 
Government has been ſo tardy in requiting 
him. I take the account of his ſervices from 
himſelf, He reduced the influence of the 

| Crown 


{ „ 

Crown in Parliament—he checked, for a 
time, the progreſs of miniſterial corruption 
—he curtailed the extravagance of the 
Crown. Almoſt, nay, I believe, all his 
former ſervices conſiſted in oppoſing the 
meaſures of Miniſters and the Crown, Now 
let me aſk any one, whether his opinion of 
the ſelf-denial and diſtintereſtedneſs of 
Courts and Miniſters is ſuch, as to induce 
him to ſuppoſe that they would reward a 
man who had limited their powers and their 
reſources?—Credat Judæus.—] certainly can- 
not. My belief is, that the penſion was 
granted to Mr. Burke for the conduct which 
he has adopted, and the principles which 
he has maintained, reſpecting the French 
Revolution Principles which I ſhall al- 
ways deteſt; and the publication of which 
I ſhall always deplore. My belief is a good 
deal fortified by what fell from that ad/e, 
vigorous, and well-informed ſtateſman Lord 
Grenville. After the Duke of Bedford 
and the Earl of Lauderdale had animad- 
verted upon the penſion, Lord Grenville 
faid, that He ſhould not have riſen to 

| offer 
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| offer : a Goole word in anſwer to the Noble 
Earl who ſpoke laſt, had he not mentioned 


the caſe of Mr.. Burke. To that he muſt 


anſwer, that he was proud to boaſt of the 


part he had taken in recommending the 
penſion of that gentleman, and was ready 


to take his ſhare of reſponſibility for it.— 


He was glad to have the opportunity of 


avowing it; and of aſſerting, in that public 


manner, that a public reward was never 
more merited for the moſt eminent and 
important ſervices. No man could boaſt 
of ſervices to this country, and to mankind 
at large, more meritorious; and he was 
perſuaded, that the Public weil feel for 
that great character a laſting gratitude, for 
having oppoſed the foield of reaſon and found 
argument, to defend the wiſe eſtabliſhments of 
our anceſtors, in common with all the great men 
of former times, againſt the daring inroads of 
the moſt pernicious and dangerous principles 
and doctrines ever broached by jolly, enthuſiaſm, 


and madneſs x. Here, I think, is the clue 


that will lead us to a diſcovery of the mo- 
tives that induced the Government to grant 
I arr 
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ſo enormous a penſion to Mr. Burke. It is 


with this Hpield of reaſon that the Right 


Honourable Gentleman has won his thou- 
fands and his tens of thouſands : it is this 
found argument that has laid up for him 
fore of gold, yea of much precious gold, I 
beg of you to take this with you, and never to 
loſe fight of it through the Letter, that 


I never ſhould have objected to the grant of 


a penſion to Mr. Burke for his former ſer- 
vices, antecedent to the French Revolution; : 
that I believe, in common with the majority 
of the Public, that the penſion was granted 


to him, not for thoſe ſervices, but for his 
conduct and his opinions reſpecting the 


French Revolution—Conduct and opinions 
for which, I think, he merited no penſion 
from his country: That even if it could 
be proved to me, that the reward was granted 
ſolely to the Right Honourable Gentleman 
for his former ſervices, I ſhould ſtill object 
to the manner in which the penſion was 


granted and accepted, as derogatory to Mr. 


Burke's ſyſtem of economy, and in direct 
violation of all his former principles and 


ideas. 
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After having concluded the defence of 
his claim to a penſion, Mr. Burke proceeds 
to attack the Duke of Bedford, and the 
founder of his Grace's family: and here it 
is, that, in carrying on the attack againſt 
his Grace, the fire of his artillery reaches 

every other Peer and Noble of the realm. 
The Right Honourable Gentleman aſſumes 
it as a merit, that he was not fwaddled, 
and rocked, and dandled into a legiſſator.—Be 
it ſo—he may fairly claim that merit: it 
is an honourable claim, and I very readily 
allow it to him. But I would fain aſk, 
with what conſiſtency does this farcaſm 
againſt the very eſſence of our ariſtocracy, 
the ſyſtem of hereditary legiſlation, and 


+ againſt all our Peers, who are born and 


 « fwaddled, and dandled into legiſlators ; with 


what conſiſtency, I aſk, does this ſarcaſm 
come from a man who has characteriſed 
the nobility of the land as the Corinthian 
capital of poliſhed ſociety, as the decus ef 
| tutamen of our conſtitution ? But if theſe 
rocked and dandled legiſlators are objection- 
able, the manner in which they have ob- 
tained their immenſe fortunes is equally 
Do objec- 


( 38 * 
objectionable. If none but meritorious 
ſervice or real talent were to be rewarded, 
this nation has not wanted, and this nation 
will not want, the means of rewarding all 
the ſervice it ever will receiye, and encou- 
raging all the merit it ever will produce. 
No ſtate, ſince the foundation of ſociety, has 
been impoveriſhed by that ſpecies of profu- 
ſion. Had the economy of ſelection and 
proportion been at all times obſerved, we 
ſhould not now have had an overgrown Duke 
of Bedford, to oppreſs the induſtry of hum- 
ble men, and to limit by the ſtandard of his 
doyyn conceptions the juſtice, the bounty, or, 
if he pleaſes, the charity of the Crown.” 
Though the Duke of Bedford alone is point- 
ed at in the above quotation, yet the remark 
is as applicable to any other overgrown Duke 
and Peer of them all, as it is to his Grace. 
Perſeyering in his, attack, Mr. Burke pro- 
ceeds to declare that he has done all he could 
to diſcountenance inquiries into the for- 
- tunes of thoſe who hold large portions of 
wealth without any apparent merit of their 
_ own, He has ſtrained every nerve to keep 


the Duke of Bedford! in a that ſituation which 
alone 
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alone makes him his ſuperior.” He is 


thankful that his own merits “ are original 
and perſonal” (and no man perhaps has ſo 


much to be thankful for as Mr. Burke), that 


the Duke of Bedford's are only derivative. 
« It is his anceſtor, the original penſioner, 


that has laid up this inexhauſtible fund 
of merit, which makes his Grace ſo very 


delicate and exceptious about the tnerit 
of all - other grantees of the Crown.” 


The Right Honourable Gentleman cannot 


even let the harmleſs heralds alone, but 
indulges a ſmile at the milky kindneſs of 
their natures, Poor men! the Garters, 
the Norroys, and the Rouge dragons, are 
conſigned to eternal ridicule; and, after 
Mr. Burke's Letter, who will be able to 
preſerve his gravity, when he ſces them 
france in a proceſſion? ** With them, every 
man created a Peer, is firſt an hero ready 
made : they judge of every man's capacity 
for office, by the offices he has filled; and 
the more offices, the more ability, Every 
general officer is with them a Marlborough ; 
every ſtateſman a Burleigh ; every judge a 
Murray, of a Yorke. They who alive were 
| Fs laughed 
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laughed at or pitied by all their acquaint- 
ance, make as good a figure as the beſt of 
them in the pages of Guillim, Edmonſon, or 
Collins.” Why, what is all this but the rankeſt 
 jacobiniſm? Had it been uttered by a com- 
mon man a year ago, he would have been 
ſubjected to all the pains and penalties of 
the far - chamber committees that have 
been inſtituted amongſt us; and Mr. 
Reeves and his aſſociates would have fulmi- 
nated againſt him their bans and their 
anathemas without number. 
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Mr. Burke now advances cloſer to the 
attack of the Duke of Bedford's anceſtry. 
He complains of the French“ unplumbing 
the dead for bullets to aſſaſſinate the living ;” 
and yet he is guilty of the very ſame mode of 
conduct. He opens the ponderous and 
marble jaws” of his Grace's family vault, to, 
ſearch for weapons to attack his Grace: 
he vexes the receptable of the dead, for evi- 

” dence againſt the living: —he viſits the fins 
of the father, beyond the third and fourth 
generation; and the miſconduct of one an- y 
ceſtor is to vitiate the whole lineage and de- 5 
A | ſcent, | 
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ſcent. Where is the family in the world 
that has not been contaminated in ſome of 
its parts and members? If none are to be per- 
mitted to complain of corruption and crimes, 


but thoſe whoſe blood and deſcent are pure, 
and undefiled, and unadulterated, why, as 


the ſong has it, 


« We all may as well fold our arms, and fit quiet.” 


With a rapid ſtride Mr. Burke aſcends 
from the preſent Duke, to the founder of 
his Grace's family. He finds no merit, in 
any of the intermediate members, ſufficient 
to waſh out the ſtain of the original ſtock. 
He paſſes over, totally paſſes over, the merits 
of LoRD RussEL. The ſufferings, the con- 


ſtancy, of that gallant gentleman, of that 


martyr of tyranny, make no impreſſion upon 
him: —all, all are forgotten, But we, I 
truſt and believe, never ſhall forget them. 
As long as we have life, and longer perhaps 


than we have liberty, we ſhall remember the 
man who periſhed upon the ſcaffold in de- 


fence of his country. Yet, if at any time 
his revered virtues ſhould have eſcaped our 
recolleamnn they will Nas brought freſh and 

full 
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full to our remembrance by the inheritor of 


the name of Ruſſel. He will employ his 
talents to better purpoſes than thoſe of agi- 
tating and alarming the minds of his coun- 
trymen, with tales of plots that have no 
foundation. He will not be an advocate 
for draining and depopulating his country 
by unjuſt and unneceſſary wars. He will 
not contradict his principles by his practice. 
He will be no economiſt in words, and pen- 
ſioner in deeds, He will continue his ca- 
reer, as he has commenced it, in the cauſe 


of liberty; and he will not be diſmayed by 


the calumnies of venal courtiers, or the in- 
vectives of penſioned apoſtates. 


The chief labour of Mr. Burke is to prove | 


that he deſerved his penſion better than the 
founder of the Duke of Bedford's family 
merited the grants which he received from 


Henry the Eighth ; and then he labours to 


prove that founder to have been one of the 
vileſt men that ever exiſted. Now really 
Mr. Burke is too modeſt—he does not do 
himſelf juſtice—he ſeems intent only on 
proving that he deſerved 4s penſion better 
oy - than 
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than ſo bad a man as the founder of the 


Bedford family and fortunes. Out of pure 
tenderneſs, therefore, to him, I ſhall labour 
to ſhow that the founder was not quite ſo 


bad as he has been ep to be. 


| 
The firſt peer of the name of Ruſſel was 
a gentleman of acute parts, of much mental 
and perſonal activity, op great courage. He 


roſe, as Mr. Burke truly ſays, under the pa- 


tronage of Wolſey, to great wealth, and to 
the eminence of a potent Lord. The grants 


which. he obtained from the Crown were of 


two forts; grants from the confiſcation of 


lay property, and grants of lands ſeized from 


the clergy. In the way in which Mr. Burke 
puts it, it ſeems as if the firſt Mr. Ruſſel 
had enriched himſelf by murdering the Duke 
of Buckingham. No ſuch thing : — the 
murder of the Duke of Buckingham was 
occaſioned by the diſguſt which he had given 


to Cardinal Wolſey. Now if the perſons 
whom Cardinal Wolſey protected are to be 


implicated in the crimes which the Cardinal 
himſelf committed, the firſt Mr. Ruſſel may, 
in that view of the Ora be ſaid to have 

dees 


(44) 
been acceſſary to the murder of the Duke of 
en: 


But hat does hiſtory lay upon the ſub- 


ject of this murder? 


« The Duke of Buckingham, conſtable of 


England, the firſt nobleman, both for family 
and fortune, in the kingdom, had impru- 


dently given diſguſt to the Cardinal ; and 


it was not long before he found.reaſon to 


repent of his indiſcretion. He ſeems to 


have been a man full of levity and raſh pro- 


Jets, and being infatuated with judicial 
aſtrology, he entertained a commerce with 
one Hopkins, a Carthuſian friar, who en- 
couraged him in the notion of his one day 
mounting the throne of England. He was 
deſcended by a female, from the Duke of 
Gloceſter, youngeſt ſon of Edward the 
Third ; and though his claim to the crown 
was thereby very remote, he had been ſo un- 
| guarded as to let fall ſome expreſſions, as if 
he thought himſelf beſt entitled, in caſe the 
| King ſhould die without iſſue, to poſſeſs the 


_ dignity. He had not even abſtained 
from 


ME Hh 


6 
from threats againſt the King's life, and had 
provided himſelf with arms, which he in- 
tended to employ in caſe a favourable 9 
portunity ſhould offer. 


„He was brought to a trial, and the 
Duke of Norfolk, whoſe ſon, the Earl of 
Surry, had married Buckingham's daughter, 
was created Lord Steward in order to pre- 


ide at this ſolemn procedure. 


« The jury conſiſted of a Duke, a Mar- 
quis, ſeven Earls, and twelve Barons ; and 


they gave their verdict againſt Buckingham, 


which was ſoon after carried into execution. 
There is no reaſon to think the ſentence un- 
Jun he! | 


A grant of part of the Duke of of Bucking- 
ham's confiſcated eſtate was obtained by 
Mr. Ruſſel. To have refuſed the grant of 
an eſtate, becauſe that eſtate had been con- 
fiſcated from a man that had been executed 


* Hume's Henry VIII.—Rapin makes no mention of 
Mr. Ruſſel having been concerned in the murder of the 


Duke of Buck ingham. 
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for high treaſon, is a ſpecies of diſintereſted- 
neſs, which I can hardly think would 
have been practiſed even by Mr. Burke 
Himſelf. 


But this firſt grant to Mr. Ruſſel was no- 
thing in compariſon with the ſecond, which 
was a grant of property, taken, or, if Mr. 
Burke likes the term better, plundered from 
the Church. The plunder of the Roman 
Catholic church, the ſeizure of the lands 
belonging to the monaſteries, excite in Mr. 
Burke ſo much indignation, that, if we did 
not know him to be a true Proteſtant, I 
ſhould almoſt ſuſpect him to be adverſe to 
the reformation. You are well acquainted 
with the ſtate of the national church in the 
time of Henry the Eighth. The habita- 
tion of the monks being eſtabliſhed every- 
where, proved ſo many ſetninaries of luper- 
ſition and folly, py . 


«© The 0 of the monaſtic houſes 
brought them under great corruptions; they 
were generally very diſſolute, and groſsly 
ignorant; their privileges were become a 
public grievance ; ; and their lives gave great 
ſcandal 
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ſcandal to the world *.” They increaſed the 
maſs of unproductive labour they oppreſſed 
the induſtry of man—they continued him in 
ignorance, and in civil and religious ſlavery. 
That Henry the Eighth ſuppreſſed theſe 
monaſteries, and ſeized their lands from any 
pious motives, I do not mean to ſay. But 
be the motives what they might, I am glad 
he did ſuppreſs them. Their ſuppreſſion 


has been of the utmoſt advantage to the 


country ; and agriculture, and commerce, 
and induſtry, have thriven ever ſince. Has 
not the cauſe of religion too been benefited 
by that event? Aſk my Lords Biſhops of 


Oxford, Peterborough, Briſtol, Gloceſter, 


and Cheſter—they will anſwer you, I am 
ſure, in the affirmative; for it was with part 
of the plunder of the national church that 
Henry the Eighth founded all thoſe biſhop- 


rics. Of the reſt of the plunder he made 


gifts to his favourites and courtiers, and I 
really cannot ſee any mighty impiety and ſa- 


crilege in accepting ſuch gifts. Mr. Ruſſel 


was one of thoſe fortunate favourites, and 
many of the nobility of the preſent day, be- 


* Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
Ga ſides 
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| fides the Duke of Bedford, poſſeſs lands and 
revenues that were plundered from the ſame 


national church, and given to their anceſtors 
by the ſame Henry the Eighth. Proceed- 


ing in the compariſon of his own merit with 
that of the Duke of Bedford's anceſtor, 
Mr. Burke claims commendation for having 

awakened * the ſober part of the country, 


that they might put nnen on their guard 


againſt any one potent Lord, or any greater 


number of potent Lords, or any combina- 
tion of great leading men of any ſort, if ever 
they ſhould attempt to inſtigate a corrupted 


populace to rebellion.“ Here is the Right 
Honourable Gentleman putting the country 
on its guard againſt the attempts of the ariſto- 
cracy. Not long ago his merit was, that he 
protected the ariſtocracy, and put the country 


on its guard againſt the democracy. 


With regard to the ſurrender of Boulogne, 


and the conſequent loſs of Calais, I am ſure 


the nation has great reaſon to be thankful 
to the Duke of Bedford's anceſtor for having 
adviſed and aſſiſted in that ſurrender. The 


_ poſſeſſion both of Boulogne and Calais had 


already drained, and would have continued 
| to 
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to drain, the country of its blood and its 


treaſure, without producing any one politi- 


cal, commercial, or naval T good to us. 


But why do I tetempt to defend the Duke 
of Bedford's anceſtor ? It is a needleſs, un- 
profitable taſk. I will give the founder 
Ruſſel to Mr. Burke in all thoſe black and 
frightful colours, in which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman has drawn him. Granted that he 


was as ambitious, as tyrannical, as corrupt, 


as avaricious, as he is deſcribed to be; — was 
he more ambitious, more tyrannical, more 
corrupt, more avaricious, than the founders 
of all the great and noble families in the 
country? Have not almoſt all the immenſe 
fortunes in the kingdom been derived from 
the confiſcation of lay eſtates, or the pillage 


and plunder of the church? A celebrated 


writer, Rouſſeau I think, fays, ** That it is 


an even chance that the anceſtors of a poor 


man may have been honeſt; but there are 
great odds that the anceſtor of every nobleman 


was a ſcoundrel .“ At the worſt, then, the 


Majorum primus quiſquis fuit ille tuorum? 
Aut 1 fuit, aut illud quod dicere nolo. Jov. 


Duke 


1 

Duke of Bedford is only i in the ſame predi- 
cament with his brother peers. The ſource 
from which he derives, may have been foul 
and impure; but the blood has been fil- 
tered and refined as it has flowed through the 
lapſe of ages, and is now come out clear 


and ſparkling and pure. 


Mr. Burke, perhaps, is not aware, that 
what he urges againſt the profeſſors of the 
rights of man, that © they hold immemorial 
poſſeſſion to be no more than a long-con- 
tinued, and therefore an aggravated in- 
juſtice,” may be urged againſt himſelf. He 
has been, in his Letter to a Noble Lord, 
doing the very fame thing. Neither, per- 
haps, is he aware, that by attacking the 
mode in which the Bedford fortune was ac- 
cumulated, he is encouraging, inſtead of diſ- 
countenancing, inquiries, or /crutins epura- 
toires, into all the fortunes of all the rich 
men in the kingdom; he is iſſuing a writ 
of quo warrants againſt the Duke of Bed- 
ford, to make him ſhow the manner in 
which he came into poſſeſſion of his im- 
menſe eſtates. Can he be ſurpriſed, if other 
men 1 
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6 
men follow the example he has ſet them, 
and inveſtigate the origin of the enormous 


eſtates of other overgrown Dukes, Earls, 


and Barons, who oppre/s the induſtry of 


humble men? Will the fortunes of thoſe. 
peers bear the fiery ordeal ? Will the Duke 


of Richmond, and his impoſt of {25,000 a 


year upon coals, ſuſtain it? Will the Duke 


of Portland's But it is an unkind and an 
unthankful thing to make a man anſwerable 
for the failings and crimes of his forefathers, 


Let us cloſe the account, —Let us not vex 
the departed ſpirits of our forefathers by 
this retroſpect of their crimes! We all of us 


have ſome among our anceſtors whom we 


are aſhamed of ; and if Mr. Burke can boaſt 
of a genealogy without a ſtain or a blot, he 
is a luckier man than his neighbours.—Let 
our views be forward and perſpective. Let 


vs do good to each other, and lay up a ſtore 
of good for our poſterity. This ſquabbling 
and quarrelling about our anceſtors is un- 


worthy of us. 


It was not to be ſuppoſed that Mr. Burke 


would omit in his Letter, the ſubje& of the 


French 
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French revolution. That * foul fiend,” 
that haunts his imagination, and poiſons his 
retirement, and bids him ſeep no more, has 
in this, as in all his recent publications, dipt 


his pen in gall. But his invectives againſt 
e the harpies of France, ſprung from night 


and hell,” do not, in this inſtance, aſſume 
any regular ſhape or ſubſtance—they are 
rather ſtraggling than regular—more ſharp 
than ſyſtematic. As -an argument againſt 
innovation and change, he ſays that the 
French © complained of every thing—they 
refuſed to reform any thing; and they left 
nothing, no nothing at all, unchanged.” He 


then enumerates the conſequences. With 
| deference to the opinion of Mr. Burke, the 


tranſition from complaint to change was not 


quite ſo rapid and abrupt in France as it 


has been ſtated to be. I firmly believe, that 
if, on the part of the monarchy and ariſto- 


cracy of France, there had been evinced an 


early and fincere inclination to reform the 
monſtrous grievances that exiſted in the 
government, the people would have been 
contented with reform, provided, as I have 


ſald before, that reform had been early. But 
| there 
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There was nothing but intrigue, and corrup- 
tion, and extravagance about the Court and 


the Miniſtry, even while they were talking 
of reform. Oeconomy was in their mouths, 


but the moſt profligate profuſion in their 
practice. Every thing was done to irritate, 


and goad, and inflame the people, and to drive 


them from that temper and tone in which 
falutary reform would have contented them. 
They had flattered themſelves that the ſyſ- 
tem purſued by Mr. Necker was ſo excel- 


| lent, that it had relieved the finances from all 


embarraſſment and derangement, and pre- 
vented almoſt the poſſibility of the deficit 
being rapidly accumulated in future. Little 


accuſtomed to deep and abſtract ſpeculations, 


they did not ſee that Mr. Necker's ſyſtem of 
raiſing money by loans, without impoſing 
taxes, was, whatever preſent advantages it 
might be attended with, calculated to throw 
forward a growing burthen and deficit upon 


his ſucceſſor and upon the people. M. 


Necker was a good calculator, rather than a 


great financier ; he was more fitted for the 
detail than for the great principles of finance; 
and his ſyſtem ſeems to have been defec- 
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"4 54 ) 
tive, both in its conception and in its con- 
ſtruction. 


This may appear to you, my dear Sir, to 
be foreign to the ſubject of diſcuſſion ; but 
if you will have a little patience, I ſhall be 
able to prove that it is not ſo.—Soon after 
the retreat of M. Necker, the deficit burſt 
forth in all its borrors—it increaſed under 
the ſhort and troubled adminiſtrations of 
Meſſrs. de Fleury and d'Ormeſſon, till at 
length it ſwelled to ſuch an immoderate ſize 
. M. de Calonne, as to render ſome * 
fectual and radical remedy neceſſary. Go- 
vernment had delayed reform as Jong and as 
much as poſſible ; ; they were now forced into 
it——what was done !—The Notables were 
aſſembled—there were nothing but bicker- 
ings between the Miniſtry and that Aſſembly. 
The former wiſhed to relieve its diſtreſſes at 
the expence of the privileged orders ; the 
latter held faſt to thoſe privileges—the Not- 
ables were diſſulved. "Then came the con- 
tentions between the Court and the Parlia- 
ment, and the arbitrary proceedings of the 
former to force the latter to accede to its 

LE plans. 
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plans. There was indeciſion about the Mi- 
niſters they heſitated between firmneſs and 
fear now elevating their tone to the im- 
perious note of command, now depreſſing it 
to the humble ſtyle of ſupplication—nothing 
was reformed, and all this time the public 
mind was fermenting and inflaming. What- 


ever the Court did, it did upon compulſion—it 


was forced into the meaſure of convoking 


the States General. —Well ; was the con- 


duct of the Court then more gracious or 
more calculated to quiet the minds of the 
people ? No—there were the moſt ſtudied 
iuſults offered to the Tiers Etat Deputies. 
They ſeemed to be admitted to plead for the 
people only in formd pauperum. They were 
vexed with flights and neglects that fret and 


teaze the tempers of men at all times, and 
which were particularly calculated to goad 
the minds of the people of France at that 
time. Then there were conteſts between 


the three orders about the form of their deli- 
berations; and it was obvious, that the two 


higher orders were determined to do every 


thing to reduce the real repreſentatives of 
the people to inſignificance. The people 
| His now 
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now ſaw Sag "BR was no ſerious intention, 
on the part of the Court, to redreſs their 
wrongs ; and they took the power into their 
own hands. Angry and “ fooled to the top 
of their bent,” they changed every thing, 
becauſe they ſaw the Government backward, 
and unwilling. to change any thing. The 
ſame effect will 8 be . in all 
countries, where the people diſcover a de- 
termination, on the part of their govern— 
ment, not to reform their grievances. This 4 
argument of Mr. Burke's, againſt innova- S 
tion, affords a ſtrong weapon to the advocates 
of reform in this country. Speaking in the 
former language of Mr. Burke, they might 
: moſt ouſly put it to e e to 
conſider the wiſdom of a timely reform 
early reformations are amicable arrangements 
with a friend in power—late reformations are 
terms impoſed upon a conquered enemy— 
early reformations are made in cool blood— 
late reformations are made under a ſtate of 
inflammation. In that ſtate of things, the 1 
people behold in Government nothing that is p 
reſpectable; they ſee the abuſe, and they E 
will ſee nothing elſe, They fall into the 
; | temper 
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tempes of a furious populace, provoked at 
the diſorder of a houſe of ill fame; they 
never attempt to correct or regulate they 
go to work the ſhorteſt way they abate the 
nuiſance they pull down the houſe. * 


Of the © harpies of France ſprung from 
night and hell“ —*< the cannibal philoſophers 
of France“ the Sans Culotte carcaſe but- 
chers“ the philoſophers of the ſham- 
bles''—*<* the ſavages of the revolution,” and 
all the other appellations which Mr. Burke 
beſtows upon the people of France, I ſhall 
take no notice: they are mere invectives, 
and therefore let them paſs ; or if there be any 
wit in them, it is the wit of the ſhambles. But 
there is one fact ſo grofily miſrepreſented, that 
I cannot avoid bringing it to your notice. 
Mr. Burke ſays, that the Duke of Bedford 
* ought to know that they (the French) 


have ſworn aſſiſtance, the only engagement 


they will ever keep to all, in this country, 
who bear any reſemblance to themſelves, and 
who think as ſuch, that he whole duty of 


man conſiſts in deſtruction. Now, does not 


* Speech on ceconomical reform. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Burke know, or bas he forgotten, (I 
hope it is mere forgetfulneſs) that that de- 
cree, by which the French ſwore to aſſiſt 
any nation that ſhould demand their aſſiſt- 
ance, is, to all intents and purpoſes, repealed; 

that it has long been the labour of the French 
Government to impreſs upon Europe the be- 

| Hef that it is repealed; and that, on a very 2 
memorable occaſion lately, it was ſolemnly 
declared, that the French Government pre- 
tended not to interfere in the domeſtic go- 
vernments of other nations, but wiſhed only 2 
to enſure and eſtabliſh their own liberties *. = 
This is a point which I with particularly to 
preſs upon your notice. As Mr. Burke 
had ftated the evil, it would have been but 
fair in bim to have ſtated that the evil had 


been removed. . =_ 
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What do 1 fay? This hatred itſelf which we ſwear 

to Royalty, this hatred become part of our exiſtence, 

- This ſentiment which we ſo deeply and ardently feel 

that we can no longer repreſs it—Royalty will reverſe * 
the nature of this expreſſion of our ſentiments in order Y 
ſtill farther to load us with calumny. It will repreſent 4 

it as a declaration of war againſt all nations who do got live : . 

under 
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e 
After pointing out the temptation which 


the Duke of Bedford's landed poſſeſſions hold 


under a Republic, and the friends of Kings will attempt 
to give a freſh plauſibility to the abſurd reproach already fo 
often repeated, that we wiſh to deſtroy all other Governments. 
No.—-It is not a nation friendly to equality that will at- 
tempt to infringe the rights of other nations. | | 


The independence of our Government, the freedom 
of our navigation—ſuch are the objects in which all our 
wiſhes and purſuits are centered. It is no longer that 


_ deplorable period, when baſe hypocrites, vile conſpira- 
tors, ſecret agents of Royalty, meditating internal diſtur- 
bances by their deteſtable intrigues, ſought alſo, by their 


extravagant doctrines, to unite againſt us all the nations 
of the earth. The tyrant, it is true, was unanimouſly 


declared guilty—we here again pronounce his ſolemn 


condemnation—we {wear to Royalty a hatred which can 
never be extinguiſhed. But it is enough for us to avenge 
the ſufferings and the wrongs of the French people. We carry 
in the bottom of our hearts, the deep and unalterable 
conviQion, that for a nation there can exiſt no true hap- 
pineſs, no ſolid and permanent good, but from Liberty 
and Equality. But every nation ought to be the artificer of 


its own proſperity.” — Speech of the Preſident of the Coun- 


eil of five hundred, on the 21ſt of January, 1795, being 
the anniverſary of the execution of Louis XVI. — Ex- 
tracted from the Courier of February 6, 1795. 


out 
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out to an Agrarian experiment, a mode of 
conduct ſurely not the beſt calculated to re- 
preſs any wiſh for trying ſuch an experiment, 
Mr. Burke, without any provocation ariſing 
from the ſubject, makes a fierce attack upon 


the Abbe Sieyes. The Abbe is an object of 


the deepeſt averſion and abhorrence. Why 
has he ſelected him from the body of French 
Legiſlators? Is it becauſe Sieyes is a man, 
not only of much learning, but of great diſ- 
intereſtedneſs? He refuſed to be elevated to 
the Directorſhip; and at an early period of 


the Revolution, he re/igned his penſion ; an ex- 
ample, in which, I fear, he will not be imi- 


tated by Mr. Burke. But fo complete i is the 
Right honourable Gentleman's deteſtation, a 
Jteftatbn not unmixed with dread, of every 


thing that is French, that he not only hates 


French politics, but alſo French literature and 
French Science. Thoſe wonderful chymi- 
cal operations of which all France partook 


in 1794—operations that forced admiration 


even from the enemies of F rance, extort from 
him nothing but a ſarcaſm and a ſneer. The 


mention . chymical . naturally 
connects 
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connects with it, in Mr. Burke's, as well as 


in every other perſon's mind, ,the name of 
| Prieftley—but few, I hope, will imitate him 
in his ungenerous treatment of that name 
Now that Dr. Prieſtley has emigrated from 


this country, ſhame on the country - that 


forced him to emigrate ! it may not injure 


his perſonal ſafety to ſpeak of him—Now 


that he can no longer be affected by the rage 


and rancour of a remorſeleſs Church and 
King Mob, it may be permitted to me to pay 


him my humble tribute of reſpect. The ſtu- 
dies which Mr. Burke has lately purſued, 
lead him to ſupport ſentiments and principles 
that inflame, and irritate, and goad mankind 
to warfare and to the deſtruction of each 


other. The ſtudies which Dr. Prieſtley has 


144 Gut 64 ty g 8 


purſued have invariab! y tended to preſerve the 


health and life of man, and to promote the 
comfort and happineſs of the human race 
Dr. Prieſtley is dead to this country—he has 


ſought repoſe and refuge from perſecution in 
a diſtant climate yet to that climate, and 


even acroſs the Atlantic, Mr. Burke purſues 
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him—Mr. Burke has loſt a beloved fon ; 
yet J have not heard that Dr. Prieſtley has 
broken in upon his ſorrow Dr. Prieſtley has 


loſt a beloved ſon too, yet his domeſtic cala- 
mity is no ſhield and protection to him. 


From the chymical, Mr. Burke turns to 
the military operations of France, and there 
he finds as little room either for admiration 
or applauſe. The Generals of that tyrant, 


Louis the Fourtcenth, the Boufflers, and the 


Luxembourghs, and the Turennes, ſoar high, 
in his opinion, above the French Generals of 
the preſent day; though, if the {kill and 
conduct of Generals are to be judged of by 
their actions, the Pichegrus and the Jour- 


dans, are at leaſt equal to the Boufflers and 
the Turennes, with all their Croix de Si. 


Louis, and their Marſhal's ſtaffs into the bar- 
gain. But in every thing that relates to the 
French Revolution, it is Mr. Burke's plea- 
jure and practice to confound and melt into 
one maſs, parts and characters totally oppo- 
ſite in their natures— the Pichegrus are link- 


(63) 


ed to the Santerres, the Rollands to a Dan- 
tons, the Reubels to the Robeſpierres, and 

the whole maſs is characterized as a ſet of 

wretches and robbers, whoſe ſyſtem and oc- 
cupation it is to pour out ſwarms of the 
loweſt claſſes of animated nature to lay waſte, 
like columns of locuſts, the faireſt parts of 


the world.” 


of the war againſt theſe wrezches, and 
robbers, and Jocuſts—a war, according to Mr: 
Burke, the moſt clearly juſt and neceſſary. 
that this or any other nation ever carried on, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman is a ſup- 
porter to the wildeſt principle of enthuſiaſm. 
The author of the war he conſiders as en- 
titled to a high diſtintion—a diſtinction 
which from pride he might arrogate to him- 
ſelf, but which from juſtice he dare not— 
Yet, though the whole merit of originating 
the war with Regicide is not his (1 am per- 
fectly ready, however, to allow the Right 
Honourable a very conſiderable ſhare of that 
merit) —he aſſures us, that we ſhall never, 


120 with the ſmalleſt colour of reaſon, accuſe 
Ea him 
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1 of being the author of a peace with Re- 
gicidt. *—Regicide! Regicide ! = 


And in his ear I'll holla, Merion ö 
Nay, I'll have a ſtarling ſhall be taught to ſpeak 
Nothing but Mortimer | | 


Do you know that I am inclined to "EM 


there i is more meant in this than immediately | 
meets the eye—the war, Mr. Burke ſees, is 


growing unpopular—we are tired of ſuch a 


| dreadful waſte of blood and treaſure—we figh 
for peace—it is neceſſary to give a fillip to 


our lagging ardour—we are ſhortly to have 
Mr. Burke's Thoughts on the Proſpect of a 
Regicide Peace—the warhoop againſt Regi- 


Cides is to be ſounded throu gh Europe again— 


A ſecond Peter is to rouze the martial na- 


tions of Europe, to purſue the cruſade 
With redoubled vigour.—If that is to be the 
caſe, I ſhall hope that Europe will not be 


obedient to the Call of the Hermit.“ The 
Allies and the French have, indeed they have, 
ſhed blood enough.“ In God's name, let 


there be a ſtop to it—let there be a truce to 


the 
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the miſeries of mankind then we may hope 
to be happy then we may expect that the 


irritation that now divides us, will ſubſide 
into harmony and confidence then we ſhall 
look at each other, no longer with the ſcowl 


of ſuſpicion, or the frown of anger, but with 


the cheering regard of ſincerity, and the 


heart conſoling imile of brotherly affection. 


' Tithink I have now, my dear Sir, com- 
pleted my original intention. I have made 
ſuch remarks as the peruſal of Mr. Burke's 
Letter ſuggeſted to me.,—Shall I candidly 


confeſs to you, that your refuſal to acknow - 


ledge the juſtice of them will neither ſurprize 


nor hurt me ?—It is difficult, and fr equently 
impoſſible, to recover from the rapture and 
delirium into which Mr. Burke's works al- 
ways throw us. The wizzard has ſuch potent 
charms about him, that I could almoſt wiſh 
to remain for ever ſpell-bound by him. The 


vigour and eloquence of his penods enchant 


me—1 admire, though ] cannot approve, the 


energy of his invectivc. cry out, Quando 
ullum 


(66) 


ullum inveniam parem * ? And I] am ready to 
acknowledge with you that, ſince Cicero, 
there has been no ſuch man. | 
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Jam, my dear Sir, 


4 Ms. 


Ix . 


Very ſincerely yours, 


THOMAS GEORGE STREET. 
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*The line is ſomewhat altered from Horace Quando 
ullum inveniet parem? 
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( 67.) 
POSTSCRIPT. 


THE peculiar and invidious contents of 
Mr. Burke's Letter have led many perſons to 
enquire into the ſtate of his own finances for 
many years, and into the conduct both of 
himſelf and other perſons related to him, in 
pecuniary matters. Mr, B. cannot have for- 
gotten the obſcure hint which Johnſon once 
dropped, and which Mr. Boſwell, with his 
uſual accuracy committed to paper, though 
with delicacy quite unuſual, he has forborne, 
to communicate that hint to the Public in 
his Biographical Memoirs of our great Lexi- 
cographer, But the circumſtances will, in 
all probability, be examined with the utmoſt 
ſtrictneſs, and ſupported by cleareſt proofs ; 
and ſhould theſe proofs come, as they perhaps 
will, within my reach, I ſhall, without he- 
ſitat ion or apology, give a detailed account 
of certain Iriſh tranſactions, in a new and 
enlarged edition of this pamphlet. To Mr. 
Burke I muſt ſpeak in the language of Te- 


rence, & pergit, qua volt, ane 1 "OM non 
volt, audiet. | 


THOMAS: GEORGE STREET, 
March 3» 1796. 
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